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Q: Why do you teach at RBR?

A: Because your kids are smart, entertaining, engaging and important.  I love literature and I love my job.  Even if English is not your student’s favorite subject, I hope to make it a little more interesting and fun to him or her. I hope to push those who like English to dig deeper into the literature and challenge themselves and their thinking.  I love introducing all of my students to great literature and art and encouraging them to share my passion for learning.  As an RBR alumna (Class of 1986), I believe in this school and the excellent education it delivers.
Q: What is your grading policy?

A: Each assignment carries a certain number of points.  Each marking period consists of a total number of points—students’ grades are the result of the number of points they accumulate during the marking period.

Q: How is IB English different than your other English classes?
A: IB doesn’t just give your student more work. The IB approach is somewhat different from that of traditional curricula: we do close readings of our works to decipher how the author creates meaning. The assessments differ as well; we will focus on the IB-required papers and oral presentations where other classes do traditional research papers. This year, we concentrate on genre – in our case, drama – and a detailed study of three other diverse works.  Students will be expected to appreciate the works we read on several levels. Their assignments will involve more than just content; they will involve critical thinking and analysis.  Naturally, too, I expect consistently high-quality work from my IB students.
Q: How can I best help my student succeed in your class?

A: Several things.  First, help your children be responsible for getting their work finished and turned in on time, and let them be held accountable when an assignment is not completed.  Second, encourage your student to read.  Reading of any sort—but especially challenging reading—will help him or her do better in English class (and on standardized tests).  Finally, keep in touch with me.  Keeping each other informed about what is going on in and out of class makes a difference.
Q: How can I get in touch with you?

A: I am a far better emailer than I am phone call-returner, as phone calls usually result in a series of messages left for each other.  My email address is cdorn@rbrhs.org, and I check it at school and at home.  If you would like to leave me a phone message, you can do so at 732-842-8000, x375.  I try to return all messages, electronic and otherwise, within 24 hours.
Q: What happens if my student is absent?

A: Students have as many days to make up work as they are absent.  However, I post weekly schedules on my website at www.rbrhs.org/wt/dorn every Monday, and, to a certain extent, I do expect my students to be responsible enough to look and plan ahead.  Students can also check the website for links to assignments and homework information.
Q: What happens if my student turns in work late?

A: Late work is accepted for one extra day, and is graded starting at half credit.  After one day, late work is not accepted.  I do not expect my IB students to turn in late work.
Q: Sparknotes™: useful tool or evil cheating aid?

A: A combination of both.  Sparknotes™ should not be used as a substitute for reading the works we cover in class.  Students get far more out of the literature when they actually read it; Sparknotes™ may help them pass a quiz or two, but students who rely on online aids to write essays usually do not do well and are often punished for plagiarism.  The RBR databases, accessible through the school website, are a legitimate substitute for Sparknotes™.  These aids can help enhance students’ understanding, but not nearly as much as reading, paying attention and participating in class!  RBR’s online databases are accessible from home through the Media Center page on the school website: www.rbrhs.org.
Q: What can you tell me about writing and the IB papers?

A: I strive to help your student become a better writer.  I make many suggestions, in writing, on work that I grade, and I expect my students to look at and learn from those comments.  We will spend substantial time preparing for the IB writing assessments.  I will also conference with students individually in order to discuss writing technique and problem areas.
FAQs: Ms. Dorn’s IB English class








