[image: image1.wmf]
Q: Why do you teach at RBR?

A: Because your kids are smart, entertaining, engaging and important.  I love literature and I love my job.  I realize that many of my students hate English class.  For those kids, I hope to make English a little more interesting and fun. I hope to push those who like English to dig deeper into the literature and challenge themselves and their thinking.  I love introducing all of my students to great literature and art and encouraging them to share my passion for the humanities.  As an RBR alumna (Class of 1986), I believe in this school and the excellent education it delivers.
Q: What is your grading policy?

A: Each assignment carries a certain number of points.  Each marking period consists of a total number of points — students’ grades are the result of the number of points they accumulate during the marking period.

Q: My student didn’t do the summer reading and has a low grade.  Is s/he doomed for the first marking period?

A: No, but it will take focused effort to attain a decent grade for the marking period.  Students who did not complete the summer assessments earned zeros for those grades, but they have many more assignments ahead of them which they can use to improve their averages.  

Q: How can I best help my student succeed in your class?

A: Several things.  First, help your children be responsible for getting their work finished and turned in on time, and let them be held accountable when an assignment is not completed.  Second, although they might deny it, my students usually have some form of homework they could do each evening, even if it is simply reading or catching up on our reading.  Reading of any sort—but especially challenging reading—will help them do better in English class (and on standardized tests). Finally, keep in touch with me!  Keeping each other informed about what is going on in and out of class makes a difference.  
Q: How can I get in touch with you?

A: I am a far better emailer than I am phone call-returner, as phone calls usually result in a series of messages left for each other.  My email address is cdorn@rbrhs.org, and I check it at school and at home.  If you would like to leave me a phone message, you can do so at 732-842-8000, x375.  I try to return all messages within 24 hours.
Q: What happens if my student is absent?

A: Students have as many days to make up work as they are absent.  However, I post weekly schedules on my website at www.rbrhs.org/wt/dorn every Monday, and, to a certain extent, I do expect my students to be responsible enough to look and plan ahead.  Students can also check the website for links to assignments and homework information.
Q: What happens if my student turns in work late?

A: Late work is accepted for one extra day, and is graded starting at half credit.  After one day, late work is not accepted.  

Q: Sparknotes™: useful tool or evil cheating aid?

A: A combination of both.  Sparknotes™ should not be used as a substitute for reading the works we cover in class.  Students get far more out of the literature when they actually read it; Sparknotes™ may help them pass a quiz or two, but students who rely on online aids to write essays usually do not do well and are often punished for plagiarism.  The RBR databases, accessible through the school website, are a legitimate substitute for Sparknotes™.  These aids can help enhance students’ understanding, but not nearly as much as reading, paying attention and participating in class!  RBR’s online databases are accessible from home through the Media Center page on the school website: www.rbrhs.org.
Q: What can you tell me about the research paper?

A: Students must earn a passing grade on their research paper in order to graduate.  We will begin the process after we read Grendel, probably in late fall.  I do not consider papers “drafts;” instead, I expect students to submit their best effort the first time (I call it version 1.0).  Students who earn a 90 or above on this first version do not have to revise their papers; all others will rework their papers and hand in version 2.0 within two weeks of receiving their first graded version.  We will review the research paper writing process, and I will book some time in the RBR Media Center in order for students to conduct research.  In preparation for college, and because they wrote a similar paper last year, students will be responsible for doing most of the work outside of class.
FAQs about: Dorn’s English 4 Humanities class








