Red Bank Regional High School
English 1
Grammar Requirement
Marking Period 4

If you score 90 or above on this test, you will be exempt from grammar work for the rest of the marking period. There will be additional opportunities to take tests on this material during the marking period. The topic of the test will be clauses. 

A clause is a group of words containing a subject and a predicate and used as a part of as sentence.

Clauses are either independent or subordinate.

	 
	Explanation
	Example

	Independent
	If you take this kind of clause out of its sentence, it makes complete sense. It could be a simple sentence.
	It was after midnight when I arrived home.

(The underlined portion of the sentence could stand alone.)

	Subordinate
	This group of words cannot stand alone. It will always be in a sentence with an independent clause.
	It was after midnight when I arrived home.
( The underlined portion of the sentence cannot stand alone.


 

There are three types of subordinate clause.

	 
	Explanation
	Example

	Adjective
	An adjective clause modifies a noun or a pronoun. It answers the question which one, what kind, or how many. It begins with a relative pronoun.
	The house where he lives is around the corner.

(The underlined clause modifies the noun house. It tells which house is around the corner.)

	Adverb
	An adverb clause modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. It answers the question how, when, where, why, how much, or under what condition. It begins with a subordinating conjunction.
	She plays tennis whenever she can.
(The underlined clause modifies the verb plays. It tell when she plays.)

	Noun
	A noun clause does the job of a noun. It may be a subject, predicate nominative, or any kind of object.
	Do you know what the score is?

(The underlined clause is the direct object.)


Sentences are classified by structure depending on the number and type of clauses that they contain.

	 
	Explanation
	Example

	Simple
	One independent clause, no subordinate clauses
	Great literature stirs the imagination.

	Compound
	Two or more independent clauses, no subordinate clauses
	Great literature stirs the imagination, and it challenges the intellect.

	Complex
	One independent clause, at least one subordinate clause
	Great literature, which stirs the imagination, also challenges the intellect.

	Compound-complex
	Two or more independent clauses, at least one subordinate clause
	Great literature, which challenges the intellect, is sometimes difficult, but it is also rewarding.


